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iente and the head of the Curaray, across the
jat mountain barrier of the Andes, of which the
anganatis Mountains form a part. These are so
rmidable that at present they prevent direct com-
inication between the river and the civilised
ntre along the railroads. Such trails as do exist
irt these mountains, one to the north, another to
e south of the obstruction. The trail to the north
open for mule transport, but that to the south is
ly suitable for the passage of human beings, or at
st, during the dry season, for slow-moving
Hocks.
Incredible as it may seem, we learned from study-
g the terrain as we worked our way along that
would not be very difficult to construct a
Dtor-road to the high, eastern rim of the moun-
ins, which could then be reached in a couple of
>urs from Ambato on the railway. A fair amount
blasting to make passage-ways through those
operate "noses" or precipices over which I had to
mb would make it possible to link up the inter-
ning flats into a perfectly adequate mule trail into
e western fringe of the Oriente tr avers able in one
iy. The work necessary to do this is by no means
yond the capacity of a country like Ecuador,
lich has battled with geographic difficulties
roughout her long history.
A new and direct passage-way, supplemented by
L air route, through these mountains, in conjunc-
>n with the Curaray, would offer a superior new